











The most vrgomnt deamges o molke



The mes urgent dienees fo mels

FOR GOVERNMENTS

Make the government create jobs for everyone who
wants one.

Make rich people pay more taxes.
Make all companies and businesses pay taxes.

Prevent rich people from investing their money in other
countries in order to avoid paying taxes in Canada.

Give more tax money fo the poorest families.

' Improve free training programs for people looking for
jobs.

YOUR SUGGESTIONS:
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Governments and elected officials can do something about
poverty. But is it enough? What about you and me? What can
we do in our communities to prevent poverty and help families?




Maybe you know children whose parents are “pulling the Devil by the
tail” or maybe your own parents are in that situation. Who helps them with
their problems, helps them make ends meet, or makes sure their children have
comfortable clothes and enough food to eat? Who helps them buy books, toys
and games for their children?

Once you look, you may discover all kinds of people and organizations
trying fo help parents and children in your neighbourhood.

Do you know where people can go for help in your neighbourhood?
The next page shows how to make a resource directory for your
neighbourhood or local area.
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A\ reseures clirederny

This chart identifies some resources in a neighbourhood:

WHO

(Name
and address)

Marjo's Medls,
FOOD Raspberry Lane,
Strawberryville
Aunt Gertrade,
CLOTHING C Tree Avende,
ainsville
t ,
LEISURE e
ACTIVITIES Discovery Town
New D ure,
SUPPORT MR
The Little House,
SEH-E Sunshine Street;
Manacousta
Adiventure School,
TUTORING Prescott City,
Discovery Town
HELP FOR Visitors’ Group,
PARENTS Julien Street;
AT HOME Montreal North
PARENTS’ Tenants Association
AND Magella Street,

CHILDREN’S iNnFo—ci— ;
RIGHTS Pointe-a-la-Souris

WHAT
(Who is helped?
How are they helped?)

Provides free medls for children ages 6 to 11.
Helps mothers cook inexpensive medis.
Helps people learn to cook.

She gives us the nicest of her older
children’s clothes.

This is my school ();Iﬁi?hbour‘hood clubs can use
the classrooms and equiipment after school
My school also organizes after-school trips to
museums, other cities and so on.

Discussions, advice and information for men
and women who have lost their jobs.

After-school centre for children ages 9 to 11.
They can bring a snack and eat it there,
put on plays, take care of animdls, do
homework, play electronic games.

This is my school again
Help with homework and tutoni

is provided
by volunteers and former teac

s, Cooll

Mothers visit other mothers ric];h’r affera
baby is born to give them a helping hand.

Helps people find a decent place to live that’s
not oo expensive.
Helps out when the landiord won't fix things
and helps people find financial support;
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Now here is a chart that you can fill in with information about your
neighbourhood, your town or your area.

WHO WHAT
(Name (Who is helped?
and address) How are they helped?)

FOOD

CLOTHING

LEISURE
ACTIVITIES

SUPPORT
GROUPS

CHILD
CARE

TUTORING

HELP FOR
PARENTS
AT HOME

PARENTS’
AND
CHILDREN'S
RIGHTS
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AnclYou

Many things can be done to help reduce poverty. For instance, there’s a school
where children got together and decided to donate sports equipment they didn’t
use anymore. They set up a place where friends could come to borrow skates
or a football helmet for the season.

At Hallowe’en, a lot of children raise money for UNICEF. That's another small
way of helping others.

If you feel like starting a project in your school or in your neighbourhood, or if
you want to help a group of people who already have a project going, talk to
your teacher or spend some time at one of the organizations in your directory.

Helping people is good for you, too!

What can you do, by yourself or with friends, to help reduce poverty in
your school, your city, your neighbourhood or even your family?2 Have
you thought about this, or done anything?
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If you were Prime Minister, what would you do to reduce poverty?
What's the very first thing you would do? Why?
What difference would it make in the way families live?

You can write to the Prime Minister and ask how
the government plans fo reduce poverty and, if you
like, share your own ideas with the Prime Minister.

Here's the address:

The Homounable Prime Mirister of C.
Govervment o{ Coanada
Otawa

You don't even have to put a stamp on the envelope. Don't forget to include
your address so the Prime Minister can write back. Elected officials pay
attention to citizens like you, who take responsibility for things!

You can also tell your provincial Premier (and other elected officials ot the local,
provincial and national levels) what you think.
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WORKING TOGETHER FOR CANADA'S CHILDREN
TRAVAILLER ENSEMBLE POUR LES ENFANTS DU CANADA

Child Welfare League of Canada

ME LEE

Ligue pour le bien-étre de I’enfance du Canada

CANADIAN RESOURCE CENTRE ON CHILDREN AND YOQUTH - CENTRE CANADIEN DE RESSOURCES SUR L’ENFANCE ET LA JEUNESSE

75 Albert Street, Suite 209, Ottawa, On K1P SE7
Tel (613) 235-4412 Fax (613) 235-7616
Email: info@cwlc.ca Website: www.cwlc.ca





